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UPCOMING Meetings/Events

AUGUST 8
REFAT Meeting
Board Room
10:00-11:00 AM

Local Government Relations Committee
Meeting

Board Room

2:30-4:00 PM

AUGUST 9

Finance Committee Meeting
Board Room

1:00-2:30 PM

AUGUST 11
NAR Leadership Summit
Chicago (through August 13)

AUGUST 12

VCRDS Meeting
CSMAR, Thousand Oaks
1:00-3:00 PM

AUGUST 13
Flexmls - Beginners
Training Room
9:00-10:30 AM

Affiliate Committee Meeting
Board Room
10:00-11:00 AM

Flexmls - Advanced
Training Room
11:00 AM-Noon

MLS Committee Meeting
Board Room
3:00-4:00 PM

AUGUST 15
NAR YPN Leadership Retreat
Chicago (through August 16)

Mortgage Loan Originators Course
Training Room
8:30 AM-5:00 PM

AUGUST 16

Leadership Development Committee
Meeting

Board Room

9:00-10:00 AM

AUGUST 19

Professional Development Committee
Meeting

Board Room

2:00-3:00 PM

AUGUST 20

YPN Committee Meeting
Board Room

10:00-11:00 AM

AUGUST 22

New Member Orientation
Training Room

9:00 AM-Noon

MLS Orientation
Training Room
1:00-4:00 PM

AUGUST 26

MLS Rules & Regulations
Training Room
2:00-4:00 PM

AUGUST 27

Board of Directors Meeting
Board Room

9:00-11:00 AM

Remine Training
Board Room
10:00-11:00 AM

Remine Training
Board Room
2:00-3:00 PM

AUGUST 29

Many Mansions Presentation
Training Room

2:00-2:45 PM

SEPTEMBER 2
Labor Day
Office closed

SEPTEMBER 4
LCRC Meeting
Board Room
2:00-3:00 PM

SEPTEMBER 6
Rookie Series (#3 of 4)
Training Room

11:30 AM-1:00 PM

SEPTEMBER 10

Affiliate Committee Meeting
Board Room

10:00-11:00 AM

SEPTEMBER 12
YPN Pop-Up
TBD

REFAT Meeting
Board Room
10:00-11:00 AM

Local Government Relations Committee
Meeting

Board Room

2:30-4:00 PM

SEPTEMBER 13

Finance Committee Meeting
Board Room

1:00-2:30 PM

SEPTEMBER 16
VCRDS Meeting
Board Room
1:00-3:00 PM

Professional Development Committee
Meeting

Board Room

2:00-3:00 PM

SEPTEMBER 17

YPN Committee Meeting
Board Room
10:00-11:00 AM

MLS Committee Meeting
Board Room
3:00-4:00 PM

SEPTEMBER 19

Mortgage Loan Originators Course
Training Room

9:00 AM-5:00 PM

SEPTEMBER 20

Leadership Development Committee
Meeting

Board Room

9:00-10:00 AM

SEPTEMBER 24

C.AR. Pre-Conference & REimagine!

Los Angeles Convention Center (through
September 26)

Flexmls - Beginners
Training Room
9:00-10:30 AM

Board of Directors Meeting
Board Room
9:00-11:00 AM

Flexmls - Advanced
Training Room
11:00 AM-Noon

SEPTEMBER 26

New Member Orientation
Training Room

9:00 AM-Noon

MLS Orientation
Training Room
1:00-4:00 PM
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PRESIDENT’'S PERSPECTIVE

Jorge DelLedn
2019 VCCAR President

VCCAR Explores Partnership With County’s
Disaster Assistance ‘Craigslist’

Ventura County has faced its share of natural disasters in recent years, most notably the
devastating Thomas Fire that destroyed so many homes in Ventura, Ojai, and Santa Barbara in
2017 and then a year later the Woolsey Fire that caused so much destruction in the Conejo Valley,
Agoura Hills, Calabasas, and Malibu.

We can be proud of how our Associations and our members jumped into action in the wake
of both of these fires to help victims recover and rebuild. Networking is part of our business
and this makes REALTORS® and Affiliates good volunteers when it comes to helping coordinate
logistics when disaster strikes, from helping victims find emergency housing to gathering and
distributing supplies, and we did all those things after both fires.

Jorge DelLedn

This all was brought back to mind recently when | participated in a panel that focused on the
immense value an MLS is to help victims find emergency rental housing.

Working with CSMAR - our neighboring AOR and VCRDS partner — and with Flexmls, we were
able to get an emergency rental section created within a matter of days after the Thomas Fire
broke out, which proved to be a great help in helping displaced families find a place to live.

We also discovered that while many people and organizations wanted to help, there was no
central coordination. In our efforts to prepare for the next disaster — and living in earthquake .
country another disaster is inevitable — we have started a conversation with 805Help.org. My h O pe |S

805Help.org started out as ThomasFireHelp and was founded to be the “Craigslist” of recovery th at we can
- connecting those in need with those who had resources to give. The organization proved to
be invaluable after the Montecito Debris Flow cut Highway 101 for nearly two weeks when it be a key pa rt

was able to deploy 64 volunteer pilots to transport 117 passengers — cancer patients, critically . .
ill children, surgeons, and nurses — to where they needed to be to the north and to the south. Of b U | | d | ﬂ g
Its easy-to-use website allows disaster victims to quickly list what they need and concerned a d 1SA Ster

volunteers to list what they can offer, putting people in need in contact with people who can
help. recove ry

Our proposed partnership would help other communities organize their resources - as we did 1
with a local AOR after the Camp Fire devastated Northern California — and develop an emergency N fra St ru Ct ure.
plan through a toolbox. REALTORS® can help in many ways, from preparing emergency rental MLS
databases that can be activated in a moment'’s notice to giving MLS members an opportunity to
post available rentals to encouraging cities to approve ordinances that are activated once a state
of emergency is declared to allow victims to temporarily park RV’s in parking lots.

VCCAR members proved once again that we are committed to our communities and an
invaluable resource. My hope is that we can be a key part of building a disaster recovery
infrastructure here in Ventura County, and share our knowledge with people in other parts of
the state as well. %

805 HELP

CONNECTING HELP WITH NEED

Ventura County Coastal Association of REALTORS® n


http://805help.org/
http://805help.org/

VCCAR BRIEFS

Members Reject VCCAR-CSMAR Consolidation Proposal

The votes are in and the members of VCCAR and CSMAR have
rejected the proposal to consolidate our two Associations, it
was announced August 2 upon the close of the two-week
online voting period.

VCCAR President Jorge DeLedén and CSMAR President Liz
Parvex issued the following statement:

“While the consolidation will not move forward, we believe
the process was beneficial as all members gained a greater
knowledge of the resources our two Associations provide to
them.

“We want to assure everyone that both Associations will
continue delivering the outstanding service and support that

we have provided for years and that we will continue to work
collaboratively on issues of countywide importance.

“Nearly two dozen members and staff have spent long
hours working on the consolidation process, but in particular
we'd like to thank the members of the workgroup assembled
in March that led the way to finalizing the process and
bringing it to a vote. Besides ourselves, they are Wyndi Austin,
Matt Capritto, Tim Comstock, Lyle Elliott, Juliet Esquibias,
Nick Gough, Debbie Hake, Mike Hanley, Sher Heard, Evelyn
Schultz, and Gayle Sutton.

“Thank you for taking the time to learn about the proposal
and for your continued support of VCCAR and CSMAR!"

YPN Month of Giving to Benefit Oxnard Teachers

Throughout the rest of August, YPN is collecting gift cards of
any amount to benefit schools in the Oxnard School District.

Many teachers have to purchase their own supplies during
the school year once the initial allotment of supplies for their
classroom runs out. The gift cards collected will be used to
purchase those supplies.

The office that turns in the largest dollar amount of cards
will be rewarded with either the use of the VCCAR Training
Room for four hours at no charge, or up to 50 blue REALTOR®
T-shirts for their entire office.

For more information, contact YPN Chair Erica Holmes at
805-216-6917 or at vcrealty@ericaholmes.com.

REALTOR® Expo to Combine Networking, Education

Faster than a speeding bullet and more powerful than a
locomotive, plans are well under way for the REALTOR® Expo,
which will be held October 3 at the Courtyard by Marriott in
Oxnard.

Affiliates Committee Chair Patty Estrada said the event -
formerly the Trade Expo - will have a superhero theme this
year and once again be a blend of networking, vendor booths,
and education.

“We're trying to put in some educational pieces,” Estrada
said. “We had one last year and will have two this year.”

The Professional Development and Grievance committees
will hold a mock grievance hearing from 9-11 a.m. to give
members an opportunity to see how hearings are conducted,
and there will be a State of the Region Report session from
12:30-1:30 p.m.

The Expo itself will run from 11 a.m. to 3 p.m., with around
60 vendors providing information about goods and services
available to agents and brokers. The day will conclude with a
raffle at 2:45 p.m.

Vendor booths are still available. For more information
about becoming a vendor or about the event as a whole, visit
vcrealtors.com/expo.

Stay Tuned for News About the New REALTOR® Feud

The Affiliate Committee is finalizing plans for a fun REALTOR®
Feud event, probably in November, which will give teams a
chance to play Family Feud with a real estate twist. Committee

n Ventura County Coastal Association of REALTORS®

Chair Patty Estrada said the event is intended to give people a
chance to network and get to know each other. |
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Home within reach for
Wil i ke il i, your Cllents

and efficiently. We're the oldest and
largest credit union headquartered in

' . Ventura, Camarillo Thousand Oaks
Ventura County, and we're ready fo lend: e T and Moorpark
e Flexible terms and affordable rates LINDA TABATA KATHY BOCHENEK
® HomeReady™ First-Time Buyer NMLS #517158 NMLS #376059
Loans from Fannie Mae 1 805.477.4027 805.477.5543
e First and second trust deeds oxnard and
e Conforming and non-conforming loans Simi Valley Por?(:uec:;me
e Extendable and alternative mortgages MARK GOTTLIEB ANNETTE ORTIZ
e 0% d NMLS #233469
6 down VA loans NMLS #1065962
SORA7 7S 805.477.4525

: VENTURA

vecuonline.net VENTURA

805.477.4000 CREDIT UNION
Living the life.

. . . ¥
Ventura - Oxnard - Camarillo - Thousand Oaks - Simi Valley - Port Hueneme - Moorpark - RiverPark 'v

i
% L 5.
”JCCU membership is open'ﬂanyone who lives, works or attends school in Ventura or :

- Santa Barbara counties. All loans subject to credit approval and secured by lien on
J—owner-occupied home. Certain restrictions apply. VCCU is an equal housing lender. -



http://www.vccuonline.net

REAL ESTATE NEWS BRIEFS

Camarillo’s Ground-Breaking ParkWest
Townhomes Now on Display
Press Release | July 30

Saturday, July 20th, 2019 marked the grand opening of model
homes for Camarillo's newest luxury development, ParkWest
Townhomes. Located on the east end of the desirable master planned
community of Village at the Park, these elegant townhomes are in a
prime Camarillo location, with walking access to the nearby sports
parks, the Mass Transit station on Lewis Rd and Old Town.

Peak Corporate Network facilitated the capital necessary to bring
this ground-breaking development of luxury townhomes to fruition.
“This is the fourth joint venture we've brought to Ventura County,
together with our partners Aldersgate Investments and Liebert
Corporation,” said Gil Priel, Managing Director and Principal of Peak
Corporate Network.“We are very excited to establish another bustling
community in beautiful Ventura County”.

Read more

Huge Residential Project Proposed for
Moorpark on 277 Acres
Ventura County Star$ | July 28

A developer wants to build a huge residential project on roughly
277 acres of vacant hillside in Moorpark.

Comstock Homes, which has developments throughout Ventura
County, is proposing constructing 755 residential units on Moorpark'’s
Hitch Ranch site. The site is north of Poindexter Avenue between
Casey Road on the east and extending about 1,700 feet past Gabbert
Road on the west.

Of the 755 residential units, 261 would be single-family units and
494 would be multi-family units, primarily apartments, according to a
Moorpark Planning Commission staff report.

Read more

Ventura County Home Sales Down 5.5% as
California Real Estate Sees Decline

Ventura County Star$ | July 27

New reports indicate California faces a weakening housing market,
and Ventura County is no exception.

The California Legislative Analyst’s Office, a nonpartisan organization
that advises state lawmakers on fiscal and policy decisions, issued a
report earlier this month illustrating the statewide drop in home sales.

Using data from May 2019, the most recently available data at
the time of the report, the office found 26,800 homes were sold in
California that month. The number of sales is 5.9% lower than the
28,500 homes sold in May of 2018, and 14.6% lower than the 31,400
monthly average of sales over the past five years.

Read more

H Ventura County Coastal Association of REALTORS®
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Real BSUYe

$35 Million Deal for 33-Acre Estate Sets Conejo
Valley Record for Home Sale

San Fernando Valley Business Times$ | July 26

Former Legendary Pictures chief executive Thomas Tull and his wife
Alba have sold their 33-acre estate in Thousand Oaks for $35 million,
setting records for a home price in the Conejo Valley and all of Ventura
County.

Tull, a film financier who produced the Batman “Dark Knight” trilogy,
the “Hangover” franchise and “Godzilla,’ sold Legendary to a Chinese
company in 2016 for more than $3 billion. In 2017, the Tulls relocated
to a farm outside Pittsburgh, where Tull co-owns the Pittsburgh
Steelers.

Read more

Southern California Home Prices Rose Only a
Little in June, and Sales Slid

Los Angeles Times$ | July 26

Southern California home prices rose only 1.2% in June from a
year earlier, while sales fell 8.8%, reflecting a broad slowdown in the
region’s pricey housing market.

The six-county region’s median price — the point at which half the
homes sold for more and half for less — clocked in at $541,250 last
month, according to a report Friday from CorelLogic.

Although that price is a record, the modest rise indicates buyers
aren't willing or able to aggressively bid up homes after years of sharp
price increases that have sparked renewed concerns over the lack of
affordable housing in the Golden State.

Read more

10 Fundamentals Every Agent Needs to Master
Inman Newss$ | July 23
If you're in a self-made business like real estate, you have to set

yourself up for success. And a big part of that is making sure you build
your business on the fundamentals.

Joe Rand, managing partner and general counsel for Better Homes
and Gardens Real Estate, and Katie Kossev, managing broker with
Intero Real Estate, gave their top 10 list for agents onstage at Inman
Connect Las Vegas on Tuesday morning. These brokers argue that the
following list is non-negotiable for any agent.

Read more

Bad News for Newsom’s Housing Goals: New-
home Permits Are Down in California

Sacramento Bee$ | July 23

California communities are approving residential building permits
at a slower rate than they did last year, a sign Gov. Gavin Newsom
faces an even bigger hurdle to reach his housing goals than when he
took office in January.

In the first five months of 2019, cities and counties issued permits
for an average of 111,000 residential building units per year, according
to data released Friday by the California Department of Finance.

That's a decrease of 12.2 percent from the same period in 2018. &
Read more
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TEACHERS NEED SUPPLIES ALL
YEAR LONG...

Many teachers have to purchase their own
supplies during the school year once the
initial allotment of supplies for their
classroom runs out. YOU CAN HELP!

For the entire month of August, the VCCAR
YPN will be collecting gift cards, of any
amount, to benefit schools in the Oxnard
School District.

IT IS SO EASY TO HELP...

1. Purchase gift cards .
2. Mail to/or bring into VCCAR §
2350 Wankel Way, Oxnard, CA 93030
TO MAKE IT MORE INTERESTING...
ﬁ

The office that turns in the largest dollar amount of gift cards

will be rewarded with either: -
1. The use of the VCCAR Training Room for four (4) hours FREE.

2. Blue REALTOR" T-shirts (up to 50) for the entire office.

INFO: ERICA HOLMES, YPN CHAIR :
805-216-6917 P
VEREALTY@ERICAHOLMES.COM
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COVER STORY

State’s Housing Forecast a Bit Brighter, C.A.R. Believes
REALTORS® need to educate buyers about low-down payment options,
the long-term benefits of homeownership

By John Frith
VCCAR Editor and PR Consultant

Despite high housing prices and scarce supply, there are a
lot of potential buyers out there who need to be educated,
C.A.R economists said during the state Association’s annual
Mid-Year Market Forecast.

“There are a lot of opportunities to educate folks,” said
Deputy Chief Economist Jordan Levine.“They think they need
more than 20% down, and if they thought they could get into
a home with less, they would. Millennials have never heard
of FHA loans and other products, so REALTORS® have to work
that much harder.”

And while prices remain high and inventory remains low,
the statewide housing market is looking a bit brighter seven
months into 2019 than it did at the beginning of the year.

Chief Economist Leslie Appleton-Young said due in part
to lower interest rates that had been projected, C.A.R. now
projects that single-family resales will total 385,500 statewide,
up from 375,100 forecast in December. That's still 4.3% lower
than 2018’s total but an improvement, nonetheless.

“We're not going to be down by as much as we thought,
and | take that as good news,” Appleton-Young said.

Median prices edge higher

C.AR. projects the median price statewide will be $593,000,
up from $568,800 originally projected and up from $570,000
last year as low inventory continues to keep prices up.
And because mortgage interest rates for the year are now
expected to be about 4% instead of the 4.5% that prevailed
in 2018, the housing affordability index - the percentage
of people earning the median income who could afford a
median-priced home with a 20% down payment - moved up
slightly from 28% to 32%.

Still, with lower interest rates and an economic expansion
that’s now a record 10 years long, the economists said you
would expect the picture would be brighter than it is.

“We ought to have a stronger market than we do,” Appleton-
Young said.

Levine said one major issue holding home sales down is
the 2017 federal tax reform package that caps deductions for
property taxes and mortgage interest.

“That removed incentives for homeownership from the
federal tax code,” Levine said. “Last year, about 90% of
Americans took the standard deduction (which the reform
package increased), and that has undermined the motivation
of people to enter the low end of the market.”

Low inventory a factor

Despite the fact that May set an all-time statewide high
median price at $611,190, sales totaled 406,960 - the first time
they were over 400,000 in 10 months. However, sales totals
should be 500,000 or more with the underlying economics if
inventory were greater.

Levine said the lack of housing on the market was driven by
two main factors — baby boomers aren’t moving as frequently
as their parents did and the state’s barriers to new-home
construction mean builders aren’t building as many homes
as in the past.

“Until 2010 or so, a 6- or 7-month supply was normal
inventory. Now, it's in the range of 3-4 months. | don't think it
will be as tight as it's been going forward, but | do think that
range is the new normal,” Levine said.




County outlook slightly better

Home sales in Ventura County in May totaled 492, up 6.7%
from 461 in 2018, which was the largest percentage increase
in Southern California. On a year-to-date basis, sales were
down just 1.0%, significantly lower than sales drops in other
parts of the region. In San Bernardino County, for example,
sales were down 12.5% year over year.

Prices in May edged downward by 1.6%, the only Southern
California county to see a drop.

“The numbers for Ventura County look a little better than
Southern California and the state as a whole,” Levine said.

While millennials in particular face a difficult time getting
into homeownership unless they have parents able to help
with down payments, a recent C.A.R. survey shows renters
still believe homeownership is important, with over 70%
saying owning a home was moderately, very, or extremely
important.

Education is key

However, the survey also showed that most respondents
think they need a much larger down payment than actually
is necessary. A total of 33% of the renters surveyed thought
a 20-30% down payment was needed and 40% said they
needed to put more than 30% down to obtain a mortgage.

At the same time, 69% said they would consider buying if
they could qualify for a mortgage with a much lower down
payment, while only 28% were aware of FHA loans that only
require a 3.5% down payment.

Levine said agents needed to educate prospective buyers
and also convince them to think about the benefits of
homeownership in the long run.

“It's more important that REALTORS® get their clients
focused on the long-term benefits of homeownership - the
ability to accrue equity,” he said. “Rates are near their historic
lows and if you're not playing the housing market and your
goal is to accumulate wealth in the long run, it's a great time
to buy. Over the long term, prices for California real estate will
continue to rise.”

June Home Sales Higher Than
Last Year, Same Level as May

June housing sales in Ventura County were
stronger than they were a year ago but basically
even with May’s figures, while sales prices continued
to be down slightly both year-over-year and month-
over-month, according to data from Ventura County
Regional Data Share and RPR.

Closed sales in June totaled 639, which was 3.7%
higher than 616 reported in June 2018 and basically
unchanged from 644 in May. So far this year, there
have been 3,119 closed sales, down 4.8% from 3,275
during the first six months of 2018.

There were 381 pending sales at the end of June,
up 15.5% from 330 a year ago and up 1.9% from 374
in May.

The median sales price in June was $593,000,
down 3.2% from $612,750 a year ago and down
2.2% from May. Year to date, the median sales price
has been $591,982, up about 1% from $586,263
reported during the first half of 2018. The median
price per square foot was $354, down 2.2% from a
year ago and basically unchanged from the $352
reported last month.

On the listing side, there were 840 new listings in
June, 3.8% higher than a year ago but 11.5% lower
than the 949 new listings in May. For the first six
months of 2019, there were 4,749 new listings, up a
healthy 7.4% from 2018.

Active listings at the end of the month were 1,947,
up slightly from 1,910 a year ago and down slightly
from 1,970 in May.

Median listing prices continue to climb, reaching
$699,000 in June, up 6.7% from June 2018 and up
3.5% from May. Averaged over the first six months
of the year, the median listing price was $668,275,
which is just under 2% higher than in 2018.

Per square foot, the median listing price was $366
in June, up 1.9% from last June and up 1.4% from
May, and averaged over the first six months of the
year, the price was $359, up $1 from last year.

There was three months of inventory at the end of
June, the same as there was a year ago and 7.7% less
than the 3.25 months at the end of May. For the year,
inventory averaged 3.4 months, which was sharply
higher (20.9%) from just 2.8 months in 2018. %
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LEADERSHIP

ACADEMY
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Leadership Academy participants at the RAIN Transitional Living Center project. From left, front row: Jonathan Tomala and Sterling Granger. Back row: Dawn Durazo,
Luis Mendez II, Erik Gladish, Greg Smith, Nicole Gruttadaurio, Willie Schmeltz, and Jeff Wilson with RAIN Communities.

Leadership Academy Was an Eye-Opening Experience
Graduates said program was a great success; most plan on putting

new skills to work for VCCAR

If there was one theme running through the responses of
participants in this year’s VCCAR Leadership Academy, it was
that it was an eye-opening experience. That was particularly
the case when it came to really discovering how important
the local, state, and national REALTOR® associations are in
helping agents do their jobs.

Typical was Greg Smith, a broker associate with RE/MAX
Integrity in Camarillo.

“Learning what goes on behind the scenes was a real eye-
opener,” he said. “As an agent, you help clients buy and sell
properties. You get emails from (VCCAR and C.A.R.) but you
have no idea how much work goes on. A lot of people give a
lot of time to make our Association a great one.”

Smith said the trip to Sacramento to participate in C.A.R’s
annual lobbying day was a highlight for him because it
helped him realize how strong C.A.R. is and how important
legislative advocacy is for REALTORS® and homeowners.

Jonathan Tomala, an agent with Coldwell Banker’s Oxnard
Beach office, agreed.

“We have to do so much work to protect housing,” he
said. “there are government representatives that are very
well-meaning but don't understand how housing works.
Sometimes our input is all they get when it comes time to
vote on a bill. There is much work that needs to be done to
protect our industry and there are very few (members) who
really understand that. More of us need to serve.”

m Ventura County Coastal Association of REALTORS®

Eight people - seven REALTORS® and one Affiliate - were
selected to participate in this year’s class, the second VCCAR
has held.

Participants in the nine-week program learned about
such leadership skills as how to motivate themselves and
teammates, how meetings are run, and how VCCAR operates.

This year, nationally recognized speaker Nobu Hata,
NAR's director of member engagement, gave a powerful
presentation about leadership, staying productive, and
planning on replacing yourself as a leader, noted VCCAR CEO
Wyndi Austin.

“Thisyear’s course was a great success, and we're encouraged
that virtually all of the participants have expressed interest in
taking on leadership positions at the Association,” she said.
That was also the case with last year’s class, most of whom
have or are serving on VCCAR committees.

Nicole Gruttadaurio, an agent with RE/MAX Gold Coast in
Ventura, said learning about the importance of legislative
advocacy was also a key takeaway for her.

”

“l never realized how much goes on behind the scenes,
she said. “l never realized what (Government Affairs Director
Marta Golding Brown’s) role does to impact our day-to-day
business because I'd never gotten involved in that. There are
people who fight for what we do - and | had no idea how
deep it went.”



Agent Willie Schmeltz with Omni Group Real Estate in
Oxnard agreed that learning more about the impact of
legislation was an eye-opener, but said the one big takeaway
he had was working on their class project, which this year
involved cleaning and repainting playground equipment
at the RAIN Transitional Living Center for the homeless in
Camarillo.

Half of RAIN's residents are children, and the playground
and activities geared toward them helps them feel like regular
kids.

“Giving back - isn't that what life’s all about?” Schmeltz
asked.“l found it to be very rewarding.”

A video showing what the work project was all about is
available here.

Most of the participants were encouraged to apply by
their brokers or colleagues who participated in last year’s
Leadership Academy, and all of this year's class contacted
enthusiastically agreed that VCCAR members should apply
next spring.

“I'd always had an interest in leadership and the experience
was awesome,” said Luis Mendez Il, a loan consultant with
Loan Depot in Oxnard. “The program makes me want to get
more involved in our Association.”

Smith also encouraged members to apply.

“You learn so much by being a part of the Leadership
Academy,” he said. “You learn leadership skills and work/life
balance and the bonds you create with the other participants
are special. I'd encourage anyone in our business to do it. It's
a great opportunity.”

The other graduates from this year’s program were Dawn
Durazo, broker-owner at BeachView Real Estate in Oxnard;
Erik Gladish, an agent with Realty ONE Group Summit in
Ventura; and Sterling Granger, an agent with Comfort Real
Estate Services in Ventura. %
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GOVERNMENT AFFAIRS

Marta Golding Brown
VCCAR Government Affairs Director

County REALTORS® Urge Lawmakers
to Oppose Anti-Housing Bills

The Legislature returns from its summer recess on August 12 and lawmakers will be deciding the
fate of hundreds of bills before the session officially ends on September 13. Many of these measures
affect real estate and private property rights in one way or another, which is why a delegation of
REALTORS® from VCCAR and CSMAR recently met with Assembly Member Jacqui Irwin in her Camarillo
district office.

The delegation - VCCAR President Jorge DeLedn and past president Mark Chacon, CEO Wyndi Austin Marta Golding Brown
and |, along with CSMAR President Liz Parvex, CEO Evelyn Schultz, and Director/Government Affairs
Director Chuck Lech - in particular urged Irwin to vote against two bills strongly opposed by C.AR.

The first, SB 329, would effectively force all residential rental property owners to participate in the
voluntary Section 8 housing program by entering into a legally binding contract with a government
agency - the provisions of which may be extremely difficult to comply with.

The second is AB 1482, which in its current form would create a restrictive statewide rental cap
and burdensome “just cause” eviction standards. C.A.R. has been working with the measure’s author,
Assembly Member David Chiu, D-San Francisco, in an attempt to obtain reasonable amendments to
remove C.A.R’s opposition but have been unable to reach agreement to date.

Our delegation also urged Irwin to support measures designed to increase the state’s chronically Our
short housing supply. .

One measure, SB 330, the Housing Crisis Act of 2019, would restrict actions by cities and counties d e | eg at 1ON
that would reduce the production of housing and would create certainty for developers constructing 3 | SO r ed
new housing if the development is consistent with local planning, zoning, and design requirements. u g
It would also streamline the permitting process for five years in cities with more than 5,000 residents | rV\/| N to
and where rents exceed 130% of the national average.

The measure is pending in the Assembly Appropriations Committee. Su p pO rt

The second bill, SB 592, is also pending in Assembly Appropriations. It would hold local governments measures
financially accountable for approving the construction of a second unit if it is consistent with local .
planning and design requirements. d esl| g N ed

The bills are strongly supported by C.AR. as part of its Let’s Get Serious on Supply initiative, which seeks t O | ncrease
to educate policy-makers and residents that ensuring homeownership for Californians — both young and ;
old - starts with increasing supply to end our state’s housing availability and affordability crisis. t h e State S

As C.AR. says, the situation is dire. In a recent survey, 53% of Californians said they were considering h . | |
moving to another state due to high housing costs. Even worse, a higher share of young people is at cnronica y
risk of leaving California. S h 0 rt h ou S| N

“We must ask ourselves: where will our children live? If we fail to build more housing, the same g
California Dream will be out of reach for our kids and future generations,” the campaign argues. Su p p | y

“That’s why, as REALTORS®, we're proud to champion legislation that increases the supply of housing.
This includes policies that increase density in areas near transit and major job centers and hold local
governments accountable on their housing goals.”

Members and area residents can urge lawmakers to support these proposals by signing up on the
Housing for California website.

Oxnard finalizing short-term rentals ordinance

The City of Oxnard is finalizing the new short-term rental units section of its zoning code. The
new section will include short-term rentals in single-family residential areas. At the Planning
Commission’s August 1 meeting, comments centered on the proposed 180 short-term rental days
per year, a 5% limit on units in a neighborhood, and only one short-term vacation rental unit
permit per owner.

The ordinance goes to the City Council on September 3. If approved, it will become effective on
October 17 in the non-coastal areas of the city. The California Coastal Commission must approve
any changes within the coastal zone. %

m Ventura County Coastal Association of REALTORS®


http://housingforcalifornia.com/getserious/

AN INITIATIVE OF THE CALIFORNIA ASSOCIATION OF REALTORS ®

WHERE WILL OUR CHILDREN LIVE?

e 3.5 million housing units are needed e An average home costs $570,000 —
by 2025 to close the housing gap. nearly 2 % times the national

A Tool Kit to Close California’s Housing Gap, McRinsey average of $257.600.
Global Institute, October 2016 California Association of REALTORS® ; National

Association of REALTORS®

New York has outpaced California's Average monthly rent is $1430 for
housing unit construction by nearly a one-bedroom unit — 50% higher

80% than the rest of the country ($950
A Tool Kit to Close California’s Housing Gap, McKinsey
per month).

Global Institute, October 2016
Apartment List, April 2019

53_% of Californians .and. 63% of ) California renters on average spend
millennials are considering leaving the 68% of their income on rent

state due to housing COS?S. Confronting California’s Rent and Poverty Crisis: A Call
2019 Edelman Trust Barometer Special Report: for State Reinvestment in Affordable Homes, California
California, January 2019 Housing Partnership Corporation, April 2016

SUPPORT THESE BILLS TO INCREASE THE HOUSING SUPPLY

5 (SEN. SCOTT WIENER)
HOUSING DEVELOPMENT AROUND TRANSIT
Encourages the development of mid-rise, multi-family unit, housing construction
around major transit hubs and employment centers. Provides developers with a

“height density bonus” in exchange for a percentage of deed restricted affordable
units. Exempts historic districts and most of the coastal zone.

330 (SEN. NANCY SKRINNER)

HOUSING ACCOUNTABILITY
Creates certainty for developers constructing new housing units, if the
development is consistent with local planning, zoning and design requirements.

Streamlines the local permitting process for 5 years in cities with more than
5,000 residents and where rents exceed 130% of the national average.

59 (SEN. SCOTT WIENER)
HOUSING ACCOUNTABILITY
Holds local governments financially accountable for approving the construction

of a second unit (ie. granny flat, accessory dwelling unit, etc.) if it is consistent
with local planning and design requirements.

LET'S GET SERIOUS ABOUT INCREASING THE HOUSING SUPPLY.

i CALIFORNIA
' S ASSOCIATION
-

v OF REALTORS"
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REALTOR® SAFETY

7 Dangerous Practices You Think Are Safe

you as a target.

By Tracey Hawkins

Tracey Hawkins

Every time | talk about REALTOR® Safety, | remind real estate
professionals that the Department of Labor considers real estate
sales and leasing a “hazardous” occupation. Although there are
many common and obvious dangers in real estate, there are
also scenarios you may not consider risky that are in reality. Here
are seven such situations to keep in mind. As a real estate safety
instructor for more than 20 years, you can also visit my website to
request a checklist to protect yourself from many of these dangers.

1. Leaving your belongings unattended at an open house—
or even in the office. You're going to be distracted while
helping potential buyers at an open house, which provides
the perfect window of opportunity for thieves. While you
may think walking away from your laptop, tablet, purse, or
briefcase for even just a moment is innocent enough, these
items can too easily disappear—particularly when you have
heavy foot traffic. Carry electronics that are easy to hold onto
as you show open house visitors around, and keep your bags
out of sight—in a trunk or in a drawer.

Your own real estate office, where agents often leave
valuable electronics at their desks, can also be an attraction
for criminals and crimes of opportunity. You may trust your
fellow agents—but what about all the other people who come
into your office off the street? In July, brokerages in Arkansas
and North Carolina were broken into and robbed. Also in
Arkansas, a group of about 10 thieves unlocked windows and
found other property vulnerabilities at an open house so they
could later re-enter. “I actually always carry my purse around
the office,” says Barbara Wonderly, a sales associate with Keller
Williams Preferred Realty in Raleigh, N.C. “I never know who is
going to be in the office—clients, service providers, vendors, or
contractors. | would rather be on the safe side.”

2. Relying on your cell phone in case of emergency while showing
rural properties. Cell service is often shoddy or nonexistent in
sparsely populated, secluded areas. You can't automatically expect
to be able to call for help or use safety apps on your smartphone
when you're out in these areas. Remember that your phone’s GPS
won't work well, so bring printed maps with you when you're in
a rural setting. Also, consider bringing electronic cell boosters
to increase signal strength, and have a check-in buddy who
knows the address where you are and can arrange to send law
enforcement if you fail to check in at a predetermined time.

These seemingly innocent ways of operating can actually make
you more vulnerable to thieves and other criminals who look at

Editor's note: September is REALTOR® Safety Month, and VCCAR is marking the occasion by reprinting an article
from the October 2017 issue of REALTOR® Magazine by safety expert Tracey Hawkins.

3. Only working the “good” part of town. If you sell primarily in
upscale neighborhoods with high-income residents, you can be
lulled into a false sense of security. You may think your chances
of dealing with crime in a tony part of town are slim to none.
That's actually entirely untrue. Criminals often target upscale
areas because of the potential payday in high-value items. While
it may be true that some neighborhoods are safer than others,
you should never let your guard down. Two high-profile murder
cases in the last few years involved real estate agents in high-end
communities. In 2011, Ashley Okland, an agent in Des Moines,
lowa, was killed in a model townhome. And in 2014, Arkansas
agent Beverly Carter was kidnapped and killed; her assailants
later said they targeted her because she was a“rich broker”known
for working in pricier markets. (Read about how Carter’s son,
Carl Carter Jr, has made REALTOR® Safety his mission since his
mother’s death.)

4. Using shared technology carelessly. Wonderly warns that
sharing office computers, for example, can put your clients’
information at risk if you forget to log out. “I use the office
computers, and often, the agent who previously used it
forgets to log out,” she explains. “All of their personal and
business information is there for anyone to see. So | always
log them out [if they haven't done it themselves].”Think about
the incidents mentioned above involving break-ins at real
estate offices. If you haven't logged out of your computers
and other devices you may leave at your desk, those thieves
will have access to your clients’ highly sensitive information.

5. Thinking daytime showings are safer than nighttime
showings. Lane Gamble, an agent in Charlotte, N.C., was
robbed at gunpoint in broad daylight in March as he sat
outside of a listing. In fact, most crimes against real estate
professionals occur during daytime hours, including the
murders mentioned earlier. Many practitioners believe
nighttime showings require more safety precautions, such as
alerting a friend or loved one of their whereabouts, carrying
a safety tool or weapon, and planning an escape route in case
of emergency. The truth is these measures should be taken at
all times, day or night. The daytime can be more opportune
for criminals to attack because they know you're probably
less guarded at that time.

>
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6. Dismissing suspicious incidents that don't result in an
attack. In August, two REALTOR® associations in Massachusetts
issued safety alerts to their members after several agents
reported having strange run-ins with the same prospective
buyer. Even if someone behaving suspiciously doesn't harm
you, it's possible that they are testing their method before
launching an attack. Reporting suspicious incidents can
help organizations take action to prevent further—and
possibly more dangerous—episodes with other real estate
professionals. Don’t ignore uncomfortable situations in the
field; report them to your association leaders.

REALTOR® SAFETY

7. Not having emergency roadside equipment. You spend
much of your day in the car, but do you have the tools
you need in case your vehicle breaks down? Many agents
fail to carry basic items such as jumper cables, a tire air
compressor, or a tire jack. Roadside emergency assistance is
highly recommended. You're known as a person who is always
on the go in your community, and criminals know it’s easy to
take advantage of someone who is in a hurry and in distress.
Make sure you have the proper equipment when you're in a
bind out in the field so you don't find yourself in a vulnerable
situation, having to rely on the help of complete strangers.

Reprinted from_REALTOR® Magazine October 2017, with permission of the
National Association of REALTORS®. Copyright 2017. All rights reserved.

NAR Tool Helps Alert Pros to Imminent Safety Threats

REALTOR Magazine April 15 2019

With a third of real estate professionals reporting that they’ve
encountered safety threats in the field, according to the National
Association of REALTORS® most recent Member Safety Report,
NAR has made it easier for members to alert each other of
dangerous incidents. The REALTOR® Safety Network, which
NAR launched last month, enables individual REALTORS® or
associations to submit incident reports online. In some cases,
NAR may use the network to determine if a national alert should
be issued to all its members or if an incident report should be
shared with a local REALTOR® association. NAR will issue alerts
on social media using the hashtag #RealtorSafetyNetwork when
a threat warrants national attention.

Access safety resources at nar.realtor/safety.

Alerts will be issued in situations when a REALTOR® or a
REALTOR®s immediate family member goes missing, an
association name is being used fraudulently to dupe consumers,
or a physical threat to REALTORS® is deemed to warrant national
attention. The goal of the REALTOR® Safety Network, aside from
keeping practitioners informed of threats in their area, is to
educate members about common dangers in the field, including
meeting unfamiliar clients and selling vacant properties.

The REALTORS® Safety Network “was created to enable the
National Association of REALTORS® to gather information about
potential safety issues, share the information with the local
and state association, and, when appropriate, issue alerts to
members and AEs via social media,” according to NAR.
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GUEST COLUMN

Vanessa Bechtel
Ventura County Community Foundation

A Complete Count Is Vital When the Census
is Taken Beginning April 1

In less than eight months, the 2020 Census will be taken to determine the population of the
U.S. But Census results are used for far more than that. The population of cities and counties
determines how Congressional and legislative districts are drawn and also how much federal and
state funding comes to local communities.

But if people aren’t counted, they don't exist as far as how these calculations are made. Since the
federal government has identified Ventura County as the 59th highest county nationwide where
significant undercounts are likely to occur — putting us in the top 2% most at risk — this is by far Vanessa Bechtel
the most pressing issue in our area. And it's one that will have tremendous consequences for the
next decade and for generations to come.

Since 1790, the census has been a constitutional right. Every person is counted; every person
matters. But each person not counted means $2,000 per year for 10 years will not be distributed in
Ventura County. So if 3,000 children in Oxnard are not counted, it equates to a loss of $60 million
over the next decade. And there are no do-overs!

The funding is huge! In fact, as many as 250,000 county residents are at risk of not being
counted, so literally close to $2 billion or more is at risk if we fail to achieve an accurate count in
Ventura County.

The Census determines funding for:
+ Rural business and industry development loans.
+ Job training and other employment programs.
+ Healthcare for infants and children.
+ Childcare for low-income and working families. lf peo p | e are n’t
« Water and waste disposal systems.
- Local agencies for food, healthcare, and legal services for senior citizens and individuals with COou ﬂted/ they

S P .
disabilities. don't exist as far

+ Police agencies and community-based entities working to reduce crime. h h

+ Monitoring and enforcing discrimination laws under the Civil Rights Act. das NOw t ese

+ ...And so much more. Ca|CU|at|OnS are

This is also the first time that the census is going online, which could be a huge problem as made
we have tracts in Ventura County where up to 60% of the people do not have Internet access or 0
enough bandwidth to even download the form.

The areas most likely to be affected are in central Oxnard, where response rates of less than
60% are possible. However, undercounts are also possible throughout Ventura County, including
Ventura, Camarillo, Fillmore, Piru, Santa Paula, Thousand Oaks, Moorpark, Port Hueneme, and Simi
Valley.

The Ventura County Community Foundation is working in concert with diverse stakeholders
and government agencies to ensure a full, fair, and accurate countywide count and urge everyone
to get involved. You can learn more on our website and learn even more about what you can do to
make a difference at a meeting on Tuesday, August 27, from 8:15-11:00 a.m. at our building, 4001
Mission Oaks Boulevard in Camarillo.

There are three main ways you can make a difference:
« Become informed - be a mythbuster — help get accurate and complete information out there.
« Help spread the word about the importance of an accurate count.
- Join the complete count effort in Ventura County!
Vanessa Bechtel is the president and CEO of the Ventura County Community Foundation. %

Shape United States®
your future Census
starthere> | 2020

Ventura County Coastal Association of REALTORS®E


www.venturacountycounts.org

IS

Affiliate Committee Strives to Provide a Blend of Fun and Education

For many years, the Affiliate Committee hosted networking
events that benefitted area charities, but as VCCAR has
shifted to a more balanced program schedule, one designed
to provide education as well as networking, that focus is
changing.

“We used to give back to charity and not necessarily to our
members,” said this year’s committee chair, Patty Estrada, a
title representative with First Priority Title in Camarillo. “This
year, Affiliates is more focused on our members.”

For example, the committee has rebranded the annual
Trade Fair as REALTOR® Expo and included two educational
programs this year — a mock grievance hearing and a State
of the Region session - to go along with the trade show and
networking that has always been a part of the event.

Still, Affiliate events are hardly all work and no play.

“The committee is there to bring a little light, make people
happier, and try to bring people together,” Estrada said. “We
try to get people to network and know each other better
since we all work together and all go through both fun times
and tough times together”

The 13-member committee has planned three events this
year. She said the Chili Cook-Off and Cornhole Tournament
on May 31 was a big hit and that adding the Cornhole
competition for the first time was really popular.

The REALTOR® Expo is set for October 3, and a third event
- a take-off on the long-running Family Feud game featuring
questions about real estate - is tentatively planned for
November, once a venue is pinned down.

Besides Estrada, members are Heather Alvarado, Salena
Bracamontes, Carlos Camargo, Cindy Castro, Darryl Geewax,
Christine Gonzales, Susan Hedrick, Armando Jaquez, Dawn
Peck, Vanessa Rice, Lisa Stewart, Cibeli Tregembo, Shelley Wells,
and Debbie Wertenberger. Sher Heard is the director liaison.

The perfect home financing

for your clients.

Our locally based team offers a variety of
home financing options to fit their lifestyle.

Contact our team today!

Santa Barbara County Ventura County

Holly Onak Christine Gonzales

AVP / Mortgage Loan Originator AVP / Mortgage Loan Originator
NMLS # 853155 NMLS # 996017

(805) 564-7329 (805) 979-4478

honak@montecito.bank cgonzales@montecito.bank

*Subject to credit approval
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Loans up to
$3 million*

Fixed &
Adjustable Rates

Montecito
Bank & Trust’

montecito.bank/mortgage ® homeloans@montecito.bank
NMLS ID#: 472185

m Ventura County Coastal Association of REALTORS®

Owner Occupied &
2nd Home

2018 Best Mortgage Company - Santa Barbara Independent

EQUAL HOUSING
LENDER

Member

FDIC
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mailto:cgonzales@montecito.bank
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Join the Ventura County Coastal Association of REALTORS®
at C.A.R’s REimagine! Conference & Expo
Sept. 24-26, 2019

Masterclasses

L.A. Convention Center
SEPT. 24, 2019 (Paid Day)

CHOOSE FROM:
+ SOCIAL MEDIA 4.0
- BROKER CONFERENCE
* YPN IGNITE
+ RPATRAINING
* TRANSACTION COORDINATION
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GUEST COLUMN

Why Homeownership Truly Is the American Dream

By Troy Palmquist

Troy Palmquist

You'e helping Americans achieve their dreams and build
community when you help them to buy a house

Editor’s note: Troy Palmquist is the founder and broker of The Address, an indie broker in Agoura
Hills with more than a decade of experience, and a VCCAR member. He writes a regular column for
Inman News and was a featured speaker at last month’s Inman Connect conference in Las Vegas.
The following column was published on July 4.

As we celebrate this Independence Day, let’s take a moment
to highlight the American dream, what homeownership
means and how it is changing lives.

Having a shelter is one thing, building equity is another.
But understanding the keys to homeownership will help you
realize what the American dream is all about.

Many of us dream of the white picket fence and flying the
American flag on our front porch, but why? Here, | offer three
main reasons why owning a home is still a big component of
the American dream.

1. There are proven psychological, physical and financial
benefits to homeownership.

Investopedia cites pride of ownership as a benefit saying,
“You own your little corner of the world. You can customize
your house, remodel, paint, and decorate without the need
to get permission from a landlord.”

But aside from the positive psychological effects of owning
a home, homeowners in strong markets build equity.

2. Homeownership positively impacts American families.

From having room for your kids to play to being able to
entertain to having space to do the things you love, owning a
home helps people realize their full potential. It also provides
a greater sense of stability and opportunity, while growing
personal wealth. Homeownership by those who make down
payments and who stay in their houses over long periods of
time can result in better academic and emotional outcomes
for children.

3.People whoinvest in their home, invest in the community,
and thus improve the local economy.

While reaching this pinnacle of freedom and independence
can sometimes feel out of reach, those who do so are more
invested in the community as a whole. In fact, nearly 60

Ventura County REALTOR® Troy Palmquist, left, was a panelist at the annual Inman Connect conference last month in Las Vegas.
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percent of Americans own their homes, and for good reason.
NAR points out the many social benefits, which include civic
participation, financial education and poverty improvements.

Plus, a person who cares for their home is more likely to
care for their community through donations and volunteer
efforts that keep their neighborhood and schools safe,
livable and thriving. In other words, you help yourself and
others contribute to a fundamental sense of belonging and
responsibility to the wider community.

Homeownership also plays a critical role in the economy.
According to the National Association of Home Builders,
building 100 average single-family homes generates 305 jobs,
$23.1 million in wage and business income, and $8.9 million
in taxes and revenue for state, local and federal governments.

Additionally, brokers like myself play an important role in
keeping the American dream alive. Last year, | wrote an article
about NAR’s mission and values and emphasize why REALTORS®
aren't just here to help buy and sell houses, but to protect the
American dream.

Staying active in the local community and keeping up
with real estate trends and organizations is a major part of
that. And the CAR agrees. Its mission statement says, “The
purpose of the California Association of REALTORS® is to
serve its membership in developing and promoting programs
and services that will enhance the members’' freedom and

ability to conduct their individual businesses successfully
with integrity and competency, and through collective action,
to promote real property ownership and the preservation of
real property rights.”’

Nothing is more rewarding to me than seeing my clients
achieve homeownership for the first, second or third time.
Owning a home is more than owning four walls. It's more
than having a safe place to land. It's a major life milestone that
becomes part of your history, your legacy and your life as an
American citizen.

Why is owning a home still a part of the American dream?
Because homeownership is one of the greatest freedoms of all. 1.

You're helping Americans
achieve their dreams and
build community when you
help them to buy a house.
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Many Mansions to Outline New Program for REALTORS®

Ann Sturman, donor engagement
manager for Many Mansions, will
discuss a new program in which
REALTORS® can support the nonprofit
housing developer at an event on
Thursday, August 29, from 2-2:45 p.m.
at the VCCAR office. She will also give
an update on the organization’s nearly completed veterans
housing development in Oxnard.

SUPPOL.
T

The Many Mansions Real Estate Alliance is a new program
for real estate agents to support the organization and help
less-fortunate county residents live more dignified and
productive lives. In return, Many Mansions will send a tribute
letter to your clients, thanking them for their business in a
meaningful way. REALTORS® can also use their supporter logo
for marketing materials, demonstrating that participants are
involved members of the community.

Many Mansions provides well-managed, service-enriched,
affordable housing to low-income residents of Ventura
County. The group is currently building a new housing

Serving Ventura

County and beyond

e Bakersfield

® Castaic

Santa Barbara e \

® Fillmore

Ventura e @ We are here!
Ventura Branch

v
\\ 18?1(3(2 E%Vgn Center Dr. o Simi Valley
Oxnard, CA 93036

Oxnard @

e Malibu

development, Ormond Beach Villas, in Oxnard specifically for
local veterans who are homeless or very low-income. It will be
the county’s first permanent affordable housing designated
for veterans, as other projects are transitional housing and
assisted living facilities.

The complex, located on three acres near the intersection
of Saviers and Hueneme roads, includes 40 one- two- and
three-bedroom units and is scheduled to open in October.
It will house low-income veteran families, including 18 units
reserved for homeless and disabled veterans. Free on-site
services will be provided to resident families, including food
assistance, youth programs, family services, and specialized
supportive services for formerly homeless veterans.

Founded in 1978, Many Mansions currently owns and
manages 578 units of affordable housing and serves over
1,200 adults and 350 children.

Refreshments will be provided at the event. To RSVP, email
Sturman at anns@manymansions.org. &

Linda Hall

Branch Manager

Ihall@guildmortgage.net
805.208.8951

Apply online
loansbylindahall.com

Guild

mortgage

OWN WHAT MATTERS

Equal Housing Lender; NMLS #3274 nmlsconsumeraccess.org. Linda Hall
NMLS #235495. Licensed by the Department of Business Oversight under the

e Los Ange|eS California Residential Mortgage Lending Act. (19-4559)
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NEW MEMBERS
12 New REALTORS® Join VCCAR in June...

A total of 12 new REALTORS® completed their new member orientation and received their pins in June from VCCAR
President Jorge DelLedn.

The new members are:

Front row, from left to right: VCCAR Instructor Ashley Anderson; Monika B. Amezcua, Century 21 Everest, Oxnard; Shelbi
Irvine, Keller Williams West Ventura County, Ojai; Rashida Perez, Ventana Properties, Camarillo; Britney E. Ramey, Veteran
Home Services, Camarillo; Daidre L. Luna, RE/MAX Gold Coast, Ventura; Jeffrey E. Fuchs, Century 21 Everest, Port Hueneme;
and Deleoén.

Back Row, left to right: Tony Duffy, Keller Williams West Ventura County, Camarillo; Alexander Pineda, Oasis Real Estate,
Oxnard; Daniel J. Ketchum, Realty ONE Group Summit, Ventura; Mike Mislinay, eXp Realty, San Ramon; Amanda Martinez,
Helen Yunker Realty, Ventura; and Chris Bray, RE/MAX Gold Coast, Ventura.

...While Another Dozen Received Their Pins in July

The new members joining in July are:

Front row, left to right: Maria Castro, RE/MAX Gold Coast, Oxnard; Devan Mufoz, Exit Castillo Realty, Oxnard; Haydee
Sandoval Lazalde, Berkshire Hathaway HomeServices (BHHS) California Realty, Thousand Oaks; Michelle Garcia, Keller
Williams West Ventura County, Oxnard; Raquel Tapie, BHHS California Properties, Camarillo; Gregoire Lepine, Dammeyer
& Associates, Ventura; and DelLeon.

Back row, left to right: Instructor Sher Heard; Daniel Chase, Real Estate Services Unlimited, Ventura; Deneille Ingram,
BHHS California Properties, Ventura; Allan Hasson, California Oaks, Ventura; James Brunner, Century 21 Everest, Westlake
Village; John Mamakos, Keller Williams, Oxnard; and Matthew Taylor, Realty ONE Group Summit, Ventura.

Ventura County Coastal Association of REALTORS® E
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MLO CONTINUING EDUCATION

DUANE GOMER

Thursday, August 15
8:30 am - 5:00 pm
Ventura County Coastal

Association of REALTORS®

2350 Wankel Way
Oxnard, CA 93030

Pre-registered Price

S139

$159 at the door

Includes NMLS Bank fee and
Online PDF Book

MEETS BOTH DRE & DBO NMLS CONTINUING EDUCATION REQUIREMENTS

PROFESSIONAL MLO EDUCATION 2019 EDITION

8-Hour Live Course Class Schedule

Includes three hours federal law and regulations, B:15a.m Registration
two hours of ethics, two hours of lending standards 8:30 a.m Class
for nontraditional mortgages and one elective hour. 12:00 p.m  Lunch Break

Course Textbook 1:00 pm Class

The 161 page book (PDF) is included and can be Testamonials

downloaded at:
http://duanegomer.com/nmls/2019.pdf

End of Course Assessment

Our Final Project Will Be A Case Study.
WE G(:l_g,I
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DRE Sponsor #0054

- Fantastic

- Held my interest

-Very enjoyable

- Stellar

- Witty, Very informative

- Extremely knowledgeable & Entertaining
- Love it

- Made topic interesting

- Extraordinary; To the point.

To Register Call (800) 439-4909 or go to www.DuaneGomer.com

MMLS Rules: To receive credit you must be on time and present for the full 8 hours, Duane Gomer, Inc. is @ NMLS approved provider (#1400388), As such the,
are responsible for registration, processing of payments, banking of course hours, and content. Thair telephone number is (800) 435-49059. This meesting is
being held at the Vemtura County Coastal Association of REALTORS®, Location and date as indicated
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PERSONAL FINANCE

Roy Sherman, CFA

Sherman Asset Management

How to Free Your IRA Distribution
From Taxation

The 2017 Tax Cuts and Jobs Act created a variety of changes, but none so reviled in California
as the SALT deduction cap. This change caps the deduction available from expenses related to
state and local taxes to $10,000. You may have noticed that your income taxes actually increased
because of this law.

This single change is a slippery slope for California residents who previously itemized their
deductions, but now may not be able to. If you are forced to take the standard deduction then,

by extension, expenses like charitable contributions will not be available for tax-reduction Roy Sherman, CFA
purposes. However, there is a way to deduct charitable contributions, if you employ a simple
strategy.

If you are subject to a required minimum distribution (“RMD”) from your IRA, you may use
that money to make your desired charitable contributions and still deduct it. This charitable
contribution is referred to as a qualified charitable distribution (QCD). In order to qualify, you
must direct your IRA custodian to issue a check directly to a qualified charitable organization .
(subject to a maximum of $100,000 annually). Note that if the check is made out to you directly, Th ere |Ss a Wa
you may not claim a QCD, even if you subsequently donate the money to a charity.
to deduct

In addition, a QCD cannot be made from a 401(k) or other qualified plan. If you want to use ;
money in a qualified plan for a QCD, it must first be rolled over to an eligible IRA - Traditional C ha rita ble
IRAs, SIMPLE IRAs, SEP IRAs, or inherited IRAs. The IRA owner must be at least 70% years old

before the date of distribution. COﬂtHbUUOﬂS,

The other important distinction between a QCD and a typical charitable contribution is that a Hc yO Uuem p | Oy
QCD is not included in adjusted gross income. This could potentially reduce your taxes further 3 S|m |e
because adjusted gross income is used in several formulas that figure other taxable events (such p
as Social Security tax and certain itemized deductions). Reducing adjusted gross income has a Strategy
greater positive impact on your income taxes than utilizing an itemized deduction.

Be careful to keep good records of your qualified charitable distribution. You will have to
indicate why the RMD isn’t taxable on your tax return and possibly even support it with back-up
documentation if requested by the tax authorities.

Strategizing these seemingly little things can make a significant difference to your bottom line
when tax season is over. Talk about this with your financial planner and CPA to make sure that
your charitable contributions are the most tax-efficient they can be. 2
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2019 ELECTION CHRONOLOGY
For 2020 Officers and Directors Election

WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 07

Election Chronology to be approved by the
Board of Directors.

FRIDAY, AUGUST 09

Election candidate application forms and procedures
are made available to members.

FRIDAY, AUGUST 23

Deadline for candidate application forms.

TUESDAY, AUGUST 27

Board of Directors approval of candidates
(at the August Board meeting).

THURSDAY, AUGUST 29

Candidate Orientation. All candidates (excluding current

Board members), will attend a Candidate Orientation.

FRIDAY, AUGUST 30

Announcement of candidates.

MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 09
Election OPENS.

FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 13
Election CLOSES.

MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 16

Election results announced.

(]F

CANDIDATE ORIENTATION

All candidates (excluding current
Board members) are required to attend
a Candidate Orientation session.

Date: Thursday, August 29th
Time: 3 PM to 4 PM

Location: VCCAR Board Room
2350 Wankel Way, Oxnard, CA

CANDIDATE FORUM

Join us for a special Board of Direc-
tors Candidate Forum where you'll
hear from each candidate running for
a position on the Board of Directors.
Continental breakfast PLUS network-
ing one-on-one with the candidates!

Date: Monday, September 9th
Time: 9 AM to 10:30 AM
Location: VCCAR

2350 Wankel Way, Oxnard, CA

OPEN BOARD OF DIRECTORS
POSITIONS FOR 2020

2020 President-Elect

1 vacancy: Serves a 2-year term,
automatically moves to President the
following year.

2020 First Vice President
1 vacancy: Serves a 1-year term.

2020 REALTOR® Director
1 vacancy: Serves a 3-year term.

2020 Affiliate Director
1 vacancy: Serves a 2-year term.





